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1 . AETER A CAREFUL REVIEW OF THE ECONOMIC FACTORS INVOLVED, 
THE LENGTH OF DELAY PRIOR TO ACTIVATION, AND THE POTENTIAL 
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POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS ASSOCIATED THEREWITH, WE HAVE 
DECIDED AGAINST ATTEMPTING TO ACTIVATE AN INTELSAT LINK 
EROM DIEGO GARCIA TO CINCPAC EOR THE TIME BEING. ACCORD- 
INGEY, THE US NAVY HAS TERMINATED ITS COMSAT LEASE AND 
IS TAKING STEPS TO RETURN THE GROUND TERMINAL TO THE 
US. 

2. WE WOULD BE GRATEEUL IF YOU COULD CONVEY TO THE ECO 
OUR APPRECIATION FOR ITS ASSISTANCE AND EFFORTS ON OUR 
BEHALF, AND EXTEND OUR REGRETS FOR ANY INCONVENIENCE THIS 
EPISODE MAY HAVE CAUSED. YOU MAY WISH TO ADVISE THE ECO 
THAT CONSIDERATION IS BEING GIVEN TO ALTERNATIVE METHODS 
OF SATISFYING OUR NEED FOR VOICE COMMUNICATIONS AND THAT WE 
WILL KEEP HMG FULLY INFORMED PRIOR TO IMPLEMENTING ANY 
SOLUTIONS INVOLVING CHANGES TO THE FACILITIES ON DIEGO 
GARCIA, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 1972 AGREEMENT AND 1973 


UPGRADE UNDERSTANDING. EYE AMONG PROPOSALS BEING GIVEN 
SERIOUS CONSIDERATION IS EXPEDITING THE INSTALLATION 
OF A GROUND TERMINAL TO USE EXISTING MILITARY COMMUNICA- 
TIONS SATELLITES. WE WOULD EXPECT TO BE ABLE TO INFORM 
YOU FURTHER IN THE NOT TOO DISTANT FUTURE. END FYI. KISSINGER 


SECRET 
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